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merar ON THE ANGEL RIVERA, 6h-7TH AVE., APT, 12-A INCIDENT — 
T COLUMBUS H NIA JOSEPHSON 
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“aca S COMMISSION ON GROUP RELATIONS 


Just efore the July hth Holiday, worker received a call fron the 
Mayor's tam on Group about a brought before their 
Comission involving a tenant named Angel Rivera, living at Columbus Homes, 


| ‘Tt seems Mr, Rivera and sone of his friends who are Puerto Rican claim 
‘there are abuses against Puerto Ricans where they live, The actual case 
E Placed before the Camiseion as described by Mr, Rivera involved himself ani 
his friends, He claims they were talking ani standing around one of the 
| ., Project buildings. A City policeman called, "Rocky", Badge 273 and a Housing 
‘Authority Guard, named Louis Venessia, cone over and told then to leave, 
trweatening them, tir. Rivera gaid he would report them to the office. ‘They 
_ became angry about this and later as he was sitting on one of the benches, 
$ cone over to him again, ordered him to go up against the wall and searched 
i him, He became angry and thay grabbed him, leading him to the office, His 
l fon cane out and they pushed hin away Mr, Rivera claims they hit him ==- 
that the manager, Mr, Vitola, was in his office, saw this but did not even 
“come out. He further claims they took him down to the maintenance room and 
‘beat him up". 


When worker heard this and at request of Mayor's Camiission, we called 
Mr. Vitola to find what he knew about this situation. He said he did 
peo Mr, Rivera being trad toward office by "Rocky" smd Mr, Venessia but be 
said there was a large crowd gathered and he felt this should be handled by 
the Police, He called the police ani hè seid within mimtes the Radio Police, 


1 


_ Vengzsia, on seeing this, hit Mr. Rivera. Mr. Vitola said he did see Mro 


` assistance since 1957. She has heard at one time two Spanish speaking women i 
` än the laundry of one of the project buildings discusel ng Hr, Rivera in Spanish, 


Emergency Police and Plainclothesmen came. tie kept completely out of it but 
he àid inquire what hed happened. The information he got was that Mr, Rivera / 
was "pitching quarters" and has done this several tines, He has been warned 
about this but contimes to do so, This tine they picked hin up for this, 
While they wore taking him to office, he pulled away but "Rocky" and Mro 


Rivera hit out and also Mr. Venessia hit him, This is all he knew. He clains 
the Rivera fanily have never been a problen except that Mr, Rivera doss hang ; 
out a great deal around the project grounds, Mrs, Rivera is a nice woman who 
has even helped with Puerto Rican fantiies. He is sorry this all happened 
but felt Mr. Rivera hed sone responsibility in this matter although he is not 
abeolving anyone at this tine. l 

1/6/61. Worker net with Mr, Anthony, Mayor's Camission director at his 
request to discuss this case. He asked worker to investigate and fimi out what 
the true facts are in this par ‘The moved to ine 
vestigate the incident by interviewing the Housing Manager, Mr. Vitola, the 
Housing Guard and Policeman "Rocky", Badge 272 but Anthony does want to now 
our findings first. 

WT. Spoke to Mrs. Ateca, D.P:W, worker who lives at Columbus 
and since she is Puerto Rican herself has been handling most welfare oases 
the people only speak Spanish. She said the Rivera family has been on D.P.Me 


saying he stays arcuni project grounds, passes renarke about women as they pass, 
ete. When they spotted her, they stopped because they recognised her and knew — 


` showed worker the story in the Spenish Newspaper "El Derio", The headlines 


gave the impression that the Housing Authority discriminsted ard abused people 


passes remarks about women, He feelo that they are just using this because 


she understood whet they were saying, Sho has also seen him hanging around 
but she cannot say that he ever made any ronarks to her since he does know who 
she iso Worker thanked her, i 

Worker went to the Rivera apartnente Both Mr, & Mrs, Rivera vere at hore, 
Worker has know Mrs, Rivera for a long time, She is a mice person and hes 
helped sone of the Spanish speaking people, The Rivera's have 7 children and 
Mr, Rivera claims he hes been looking for work, is eligible to work but has 
not been able to find a job these four years, He is in the States about 7 
years, He clains that "Rocky" and Mr, Venessia are prejuticed against Posrto 
Ricans; they are always threatening then. i 

If there are men around that are not Puerto Rican, they just pass them by 
but as soon as they see a group of Puerto Ricans they always “push them around", 
Mr, Vitola, he said and so did Mre, Rivera, is always nice to them; they have 
nothing against him, except that Mr, Rivera felt Mr, Vitola did not cme out 
and stop the above incident. 

He repeated the happenings as stated at beginning of this report. He then 


saia like this and at Housing Project" ---, 
and a picture of Mr, Rivera end 7 other men reporting this incident to the paper, 
‘The story under picture and headline was similar to the one related to Mayor's 
Comission, Worker said to Mr, & Mrs, Rivera that this was unfair because it 


of Puerto Rican nationality, They agreed this was not what théy intended and 
‘that they had nothing against the Manager and Housing but against "Rocky" and 
Lon Venestia, Mr. Rivera denied that he was "pitching quarters" or that he 
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they know they are wrong. Worker urged him not bo congregate with his friends 
around project because when women see 6 or 7 men together, they are afraid to 
go by '~ even if they are not speaking about them, they may feel they are, He 
said he and would but he wants done about these 
‘two men who have been abusing him and his friends, l 
Worker then visited Angel Fereira, 7 - 7th Avenne, 11E, whose picture 
was in the paper with Mr, Rivera, Mr, Pereira is only 25, has been involved 
with a young daughter of one of our tenants, He had been taken to court and 
given @ suspended sentence. He has been asked to move. This family consisted 
` o£ Mr. & Mrs, Pereira and 2 young children, He claims that "Rocky" and Mr. 
Venazain are alvays “picking or” ani throatening Puerto Ricans, He corroborated 
everything Mrs Rivera had sadd i 
p Worker then visited Mr. Garcia, 7l-7th Avenue, 90, He too said that "Rooky" 
` especially was very nasty and prejudiced aginst Puerto Ricans. He did not 
feel too antagonistic tovard Lou Venezsia anl hed no i11 feelings toward Mr. 
Vitela at all; We also talked about women being afreid to pass by when there 


are groupe of men congregating. His wife agnied with that. Mr. Garcia works, 

hes a nice apartment with his wife and three children, He claims he needs more 

~ ream, having only a h room apt. and implied thut because he is Puerto Rican, 

f he is not given a larger apt, Worker explained that this was definitely not 
trus, because worker knows of many families who ised larger apts but because 
of the shortage of larger apts, they are unable ito make these moves, There 
ds a list of families of al) nationalities and reves who need transfers but 

i we are not able to accomodate them at this time. i 


meeer: 


: Next, worker visited the Serrano Family. Julian Serrano, his wife, Mother 
and nine children live in the lobby apartment in 62-7th Avenue. Worker has 


known this family for years, His brother Pedro who lives in sane building, 

| came in. They were with Mr, Rivera when the incident took place, Mr, Serrano 
was very incensed about the treatment of Puerto Ricans by "Rocky" and Lou 

| ‘Veneasia, He vent even further, showed Worker a list of Puerto Rican families 

f ‘that signed a statenont against these taro mens Mr, Serrano said all his frienis 

l are fanily nen, just get together and talk, Several are out of work and find 

i it hard to just stay in their apartmenb, He said all thè other Police and 

i Housing Guards are friendly, speak to them rdcely but these tro seen to go out 

| of their way to "chase then", threaten then, he claims they even threatened 
to shoot them, He feels they just hate Puerto Ricans ani he was very angry 
` about this. Since Worker has a good relationship with this family, they spoke 
freely. ‘There is a little bit of a chip on their shoulders, Worker feels but- 
` there seems to be general agreement among the people Worker visited that "Rooky" 
and Lou Venssia are prejudiced agairnt Puerto Ricans, There was no such feel- 
{Ange about the Manager, only that he didn't investigate it and punish these £ 
Ý taro men, 
* Worker then went back to office and spoke to Mr. Vitola, telling hin some- 
* thing of the feelings expressed, He said he wished these people vould have 
‘came in to see him and told him abou: this before but he does not remember’ then 
ever expressing these feelings to hija personally. 

f 7/21. Met with Mr. Lou Veniasia about Rivera case, His version of 
the incident is as follows: He was walking with "Rocky", the City Policeman 
around the Project grounds and saw isbout 15 men around building 82 - 7th Ave. 
‘They were pitching quarters, They went over to them and told them to moveo 
He said that thay asked then not tu loiter around buildings but to sit on ths 


benches, which are there for their convenience, Worker questioned Mr, Venezeie 
about bis searching them and he said that this was accepted procedure, They 
have hed several complaints about this and also camplaints fron women who claim 
‘that these men made remarks about them and that they are afraid to pass then. 
The men disbanded but Mr. Rivera stood there muttering to himself, (Mr. Venesria 


at this point said that he has no prejudices, in fact, he has a nice relationship 
with many of the Puerto Rican families.) Later he was going hone for dinner 
and "Rocky" was leaving the Project. They said "goodbye" to each other when 
they saw a group of men around Mr, Rivera, They were walking together, He 
asked what they were doing and Mr, Rivera said, "We're going to the F------- 
office to report you F---- B-----s. Mr, Venessia said, "You can't talk like 
that to me" and "Rocky", hearing this, came over also, He grabbed Mr, Rivera 
by the sleeve, the one that has no arm because he claims he did not want to 
hit him, Mr, Rivera pulled away and hit "Rocky", who fell dom, Mr. Venezsia, 
on seeing this, grabbed Mr, Rivera who then punched Mr. Venezsia, Then Mr. 
Venessia hit him back. Mr, Rivera's son cane out and started to throw rooks 
at Rocky and himself, They chased him, They then took Mr. Rivera to the 
Maintenance Room, still fighting and pushed him down the stairs to the roam, 
He, Veneasia, claims they did not hit him there. The police came at thet 
point and arrested him, Mr. Venszzia denies hitting Mr. Rivera firt, clains 
he would never do that especially because he ony has one arm, He claims he 
hed to hit back in self-defense, We talked about the feelings of many Puerto 
Ricans about Mr. veneszia being prejudiced against them, He denies this 
vehenently, claims he has no prejudice at all, He treats everyone alike, If 
‘they misbehave, he has to take action against them reyardless of their rece, 


color, or national origin, He even felt abused because he feels he takes his 
i life in his hamis many times in order to protect tenants against wrongdcers. 
Worker asked him about reports of his beating up Puerto Ricans, especially the 


Teport we received lately about his hitting a Puerto Rican man in his apartment, 

New Year's (sic), He denies this completely, He told of several incidents 

where he hed been called by tenanta who were afreid and clearing up the situation 

f without any fuss, Both Mr, Vitols, the manager, and the worker talked with 
i him at length about not getting involved, but if there is a serious situation 
developing to immediately contact the police, whose job this is. He said he 
never strikes anyone but will defend himself anytime when someone attacks hin. 
Mr, Venessia is an old tine policeman who believes in euthority and 

| believes in "being tough" otherwise "they take advantage of you". There is 
need for more training in this work, We tali» about minority problems, their 
fears ani intimidations, We discussed how groups gather together for protec- 
r tion, hoe 4t would be nice if he and the other housing guards and policenen 
= would be friendly and nice to these newcomers to our comunity, making them 
: feel vanted and part of the comunity, gaining their respect and affection, 
| ete, He said he does try ani just can't understand why anyone could feel that 
i he has anything against them, He only wants to keep law and order, 


